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Representatives of the popular Times Roman font, who re-
cently announced a shortage of periods, have offered other
substitutes—inverted commas, e exclamation Bwﬂwm and semi-
colons until the period crisis is able to be overcome by people
such as yourself, who, through creative management of sur-
plus punctuation, can perhaps allay the constant demand for
periods, whose rmwé usage in the last ten years, not only in
English but in virtually every language in the world, is creat-
ing 2 burden on writers everywhere, thus generating a litany

of comments such as: What the hell am 1 supposed to do.

without my petiods? How am 1 going to write? Isn't this a
terrible disaster? Are 3@ crazy? Won't this just create misuse
of other, less interesting punctuation???

i\ ost vulnerable are writers who Eoﬂw in short,

choppy sentences,” said a spokesperson, who added, “we are
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trying to remedy the situation and have suggested alterna-
tives like umlauts, as we have plenty of umlauts—in fact,
more umlauts than we could possibly use in a lifetime; don’t
forget, umlauts can really spice up a page with their delicate
symmetry, resting often midway in a word, letters spilling on
either side, and can not only indicate the pronunciation of a
word but also contribute to the writer’s greater glory, because
they're fancy, not to mention that they even look like peri-
ods, indeed are indistinguishable from periods, and will lead
casual readers to believe the article actually contains pe-
_:

Bobby Brainard, a writer living in an isolated cabin
in Montana, who is in fact the only writer living in an iso-
lated cabin in Montana who is not insane, is facing a di-
lemma typical of writers across the nation: “I have a sentence
that has just got to be stopped; it’s currently sixteen pages
long and is edging out the front door and is now so lumbering

I'm starting to worry that one period alone won't be enough

and I will need at least two to finally kil it off and if that
doesn’t work, I've ordered an elephant gun from mail order
and if I don’t get some periods fast, I'm going to have to use

it .. ." The magazine International Hebrew has issued this

emergenicy statement: “We currently have an oversupply of

“backward periods and will be happy to send some to Mister

Brainard or anyone else facing a crisis!” .period backward
the in slip you while moment a for way other the look to
sentence the getting is trick only The

The concern of writers is summed up in this brief
telegram:
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